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Well Beyond Wellbeing
St Cuthbert’s College
Centennial Centre
Main pool looking towards Level 2 Fitness Area

The relationship that Architectus
has with St Cuthbert’s College in
Auckland begins in 2005 when we
were invited to submit a design for
the Performing Arts Centre project.
Our proposal was selected by the
College as their preferred scheme
and was completed in 2011. The
Performing Arts Centre project has
been the recipient of several
design awards, including an NZIA
New Zealand Architecture Award.
We have also worked with the
College to develop a master plan
to provide a framework for the
future development of the campus
and to guide the refurbishment
and landscape works that have
been executed alongside the
new-build projects.
In 2010, the College decided to
begin work on their Centennial
Centre project and we were
excited to be asked to respond
to a challenging and innovative
brief, and to be involved in such
a historic milestone for the
College. In recognition of the
specific technical issues that
the pool component of the
project would present, we invited
Architecture HDT to join us in
undertaking the project.
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The Centennial Centre design
is a response to St Cuthbert’s
College’s detailed brief which

goes well beyond just constructing
a swimming facility and instead
considers physical wellbeing and
sporting endeavour in a wider
context that incorporates the
College’s social and pastoral
care role around the wellbeing
of the student.
The Centennial Centre project
in its location and relationships
to the existing campus activates
a previously under-utilised part
of the College campus to create
a well-being precinct with strong
connections to the main school,
outdoor courts, existing gymnasium, and playing fields. These
connections facilitate the delivery
of the health and physical
education curriculum in the sense
of structured teaching and
learning, and also enhance the
College’s strong emphasis on
extra-curricular sports, teams
and family activities.
The new building design delivers
on the College’s brief in its clarity
of organisation and purpose; its
ability to support a variety of
different activities simultaneously; its integration of the Beattie
Centre for Wellbeing as a discrete
and legible element; its material
selections which are sympathetic
to the existing College context as
well as offering the high performance

Western Approach from existing College Quad

environmental solutions required;
its sustainably sourced timber
structure; its careful use
of interior and exterior glazing to
create enhanced social and visual
connections between players,
occupants, spectators and
staff both within and around
the project.

Project Details
Location: Epsom, Auckland
Approx. Value: $18m
Contact: Patrick Clifford, Director
patrick.clifford@architectus.co.nz

Students Front
and Centre
Haileybury Brighton
Junior & Middle School

View across courtyard to canteen

The site for the new Junior
and Middle School building on
Haileybury’s Brighton campus
in Melbourne was a narrow
space bordered by a tree-lined
driveway, the curved edge of a
sports oval, and an existing library
and tennis court. The building
form that evolved from these
remnant geometries enabled both
a redefinition of the immediate
external play spaces to the west,
as well as an extended built
presence along the south side
of the sports oval. This latter point
was important to the school,
as one of the key objectives for
the new wing was to create a
central focus for the school and
a stronger visual identity from
South Road.
Haileybury runs a system of
Parallel Learning in which boys
and girls learn together until year
4 then attend separate schools
within the same campus in years
5 to 12. The brief for this project
called for a new building to contain
general purpose classrooms that
separate Junior School and Girls’
Middle School facilities over two

levels. It also included a canteen, a
multi-purpose function room, and
an upper level connection with an
existing library building to the east.
The Brighton campus is dominated
by a collection of older, two storey
brick linear classroom buildings
accessed by open walkways.
The new building took that idea
of the long elevated and open
walkway and sought to frame it
out as a built event — one that
still engages with the play area
below, yet centres or frames the
students above. The level one
walkway is augmented by the
highly visible brick stair at its south
end. With its long strip opening,
it also performs a useful role in
protecting the western side of
the classrooms from the harsh
summer sun.

View to corner classrooms above
Haileybury Community Room

The palette of materials used in
the new facility is a simple mix of
contrasting materials — composite
metal panelling and iron bark
cladding, along with brick, glass
and steel. The school colour
magenta has found its way into the
bricks, glass, and metal finishes.

Project Details
Location: Brighton, Melbourne
Approx. Value: $4m
Floor Area: 1400 m2
Contact Ian Davidson, Principal
ian.davidson@architectus.com.au
View from sports oval

Open balcony connecting learning spaces

In Parallel
Tintern Middle
Schools

This ensemble of buildings and
external spaces shows the power
of a simple but site-specific idea
carefully worked out and followed
through with maturity — but also
with whimsy, poetry and delight.
It is refreshing to see quality buildings delivered in an unapologetic
yet gentle way, and with such a
strong emphasis on landscape,
stitching together the composite
sense of the campus to be experienced as a sequence over time.
Bertram, N 2015, Tintern Schools Middle Schools  –  Review,
Architecture Australia, Jan / Feb 2015, pp. 82.

Two pavilions project into the landscape — celebrating the pedagogy
of parallel learning and creating
sheltered play spaces beneath.
Middle Schools’  entry

Tintern Schools in Melbourne
has been a much valued client
of Architectus for almost 10 years.
The recently completed Middle
Schools realises a significant
stage in the school’s master
plan. The project delivers twelve
class rooms, aligned with Tintern
Schools’ commitment to the
Parallel Learning model that
tailors the delivery of a common
curriculum to each gender —
separating girls and boys in years
7 to 9, ideally without shared entries
or corridors. The Parallel Learning
model seeks to balance gender-specific learning and social
interaction, allowing students to
develop their signature strengths
before the genders are brought
together for the co-educational
experience of the Senior College.

Located at the geographic centre
of the Ringwood campus, the new
Middle Schools directly respond to
the school’s environment and
pedagogy. The picturesque site
slopes gently toward the oval and
is characterised by mature
Eucalypts, with established paths
across upper contours and a
second, lower line of travel,
flanking the oval.
With the preference for separate
buildings, the design seized upon
an opportunity to connect upper
and lower paths and, declining a
traditional solution (of two central
corridor, double-loaded class
room blocks), places two pavilions
in parallel — celebrating ‘Parallel
Learning’ — each utilising modular
class room layouts, single loaded
from a wide corridor.

Accessible from the upper path,
each learning ‘pavilion’ projects
into the landscape at this level,
creating a sheltered space
beneath. A high quality interior
environment (maximising natural
light and ventilation) are achieved
by a repetitive, steel-framed and
expressed, off-form concrete
structure with standardised,
translucent wall panels that enclose
classrooms and corridors.

The Middle School is carefully
considered, oriented to express
a new public face and school
identity, although the building
profile is deliberately low, to
reduce its visual bulk. The
landscape spine, formed by
under crofts between the buildings, is designed as a ‘dry creek
bed’ element, to absorb and
disperse existing surface
stormwater.

Maintaining privacy between
the girls’ and boys’ buildings,
the translucent double skin wall
panels achieve high thermal
performance, energy efficiencies
and code compliance and, as
both cladding and glazing
systems, provide diffuse, lowglare, natural light sufficient for
day-time teaching and learning. Operable windows, for
natural ventilation, augment
air-conditioning.

Through astute and innovative
design, the project was delivered
below budget, with a 10% saving.
Steelwork was prefabricated and
pre-painted to reduce site
construction times and, where
possible, finishes are natural,
minimising paint finishes and
maintenance costs.

Project Details
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Location: Ringwood, Melbourne
Approx. Value: $5.8m
Floor Area: 1800 m2
Contact: John Sprunt, Principal
john.sprunt@architectus.com.au

Cool School
St Sebastian’s
Primary

Of added benefit to the school
and community is an outcome that
achieves much more than the briefed
spaces; with many shaded arcades,
cloisters and generous undercover
gathering spaces for learning, play
and community activities.

Project Details
Location: Yeronga, Queensland
Client: Catholic Education Queensland
Approx Value: $4.5m
Contact: Elizabeth Watson Brown,  Design Director
elizabeth.watsonbrown@architectus.com.au

St Sebastian’s Primary School is
an important community hub
occupying a small site in the
pleasant leafy riverside suburb of
Yeronga in Brisbane. An original
heritage protected brick church is
the prominent structure, conferring
identity to the school and character
to the whole campus.
The school needed new learning
and ancillary spaces including six
new classrooms, a library, flexible
learning areas, new toilets, and
generous provision for storage.
Existing small, outdated and
inefficient structures occupied the
northern edge of the site and
desperately needed to be replaced
to provide appropriate contemporary learning places and spaces.
Architectus was strongly of the view
that the extensive new programme
needed to be provided while also
retaining, upgrading and extending
all-important outside space and
living landscape on this small
site. The school agreed and a long
term, staged master plan was
developed, ensuring all future
development protected and
enhanced that asset, and was
environmentally and socially
sustainable.
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South west view of screened cloister

North facing library reading lounge

View into multipurpose covered area

The master plan takes advantage
of the site location and configuration, the views and the climate, by
placing the new buildings close to
the northern boundary, with all the
climatic advantages conferred by
that aspect, and completing a
perimeter of structures on three
sides of the site. This arrangement
creates the most generous green
heart possible on the small site
to maximise amenity and
activity space.
The detailing, aesthetic and form
of the new buildings respects the
scale, dignity, solidity, and materiality of the original brick church. The
prime northerly orientation of the
new wings, single depth naturally
cross ventilated spaces, and
habitable interstices created by the
folding, protecting perforated brick
screens a myriad of comfortable
spaces. Architecture and lush
gardens are conceptually and
physically integrated, designed
together by Architectus and
landscape architects Kinnear
Stacey and Sons as a biophilic
continuum. This project demonstrates that it is possible with this
integrated design approach, within
a very tight budget, to create
comfortable, beautiful, environmentally responsible places in
the subtropical urban context.

